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ACE-HI INFO 
Staff 


Editor-In-Chief........ Ray 


Production Editor...... Phil 
Musgrave 

Contributing Editors...All 
members of the 

. Board of Directors 
Distribution......... Bill Whalen 


ACE-HI INFO Advertising 


Classified Ads: $1.50 per 
column inch 

(one inch per month free to 
members) 


Space ads: 1/4 page @ $7.50 
1/2 page @ $12.50 
3/4 page @ $20.00 
Full page @ $25.00 


ACE-HI Officers 1988-89 


Frresioent............. Baron Sekiya 
Vice President.....Ron Schaefer 


Board of Directors 
Steve Chang 
Riki Manabe 

Phil Musgrave 
plus above officers 


MEETING SCHEDULE 


All ACE-HI meetings now start 
at 7:00pm, but the doors open 
at 6:30pm for those who need 
to set up equipment. 


DECEMBER 9th (Friday) - 
McCully Library , 


DECEMBER 23rd (Friday) - 
no meeting scheduled - 
Merry Christmas! 


JANUARY 13th (Friday) - 
McCully Library 


JANUARY 27th (Friday)- 
McCully Library 
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WHAT'S UP 


Muskrat’s Den II is the 
ACE-HI BBS - all members of 
ACE-HI are encouraged to 
use their modems (or GET 
one if you’re still not online). 


WHAT IS THE NUMBER? 
(808) 261-2184 


WHAT ARE THE HOURS? 
all day and all night (24 hrs) 


WHAT BAUD RATE CAN I USE? 
the BBS runs at 300, 1200 
and 2400 BPS. 


WHAT IS IN IT FOR ME? 

10 file areas for 8-bit Atari 
users, 10 file areas for Atari 
ST users...other areas for 
magazines and non-Atari 
computers...18 message 
bases...14 online games, 
including 4 multi-user 
games where you compete 
head to head (but not 
simultaneously) with other 
members of the club and/or 
the BBS. Lots of new 


uploads every day, 


hundreds of messages 
posted in the message bases 
each week. We now have 
over 170 registered users! 


As a member of ACE-HI you 
will have preferred access 
and the exclusive use of a 
special message base for 
club members only. Also, 
members will eventually be 
able to request downloads 
from the club software 
libraries (off-line storage) - 
this feature will not be 
offered to non-ACE-HI 
members. 


So....call NOW! 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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Editors 
Notes: 


from Ray Pompon, Editor in Chief 


In our last issue, we had a bit of a 
dilemma. A humorous article was 
submitted for the newsletter but it 


was in questionable taste. Rather 


than leaving the decision in my 
hands, which is the norm in such 
cases, we decided to let the board 
of directors discuss it. In the end, 
the article was left out, the feeling 
being that ACE- HI Info is a high 
class newsletter and low class 
jokes should not appear in it. 


Another policy decision was 
recently made. In this issue, I 
have an article on MS-DOS and 
the ST. In the article, I wanted to 
include some interesting inside 
information on the new TOS ROMs 
but I choose to not include it. One 
of Atari Corp’s biggest problems is 
that of Vaporware. If I spread 
rumors about a new feature of 
TOS and Atari Corp decides not to 
include such a feature, then all 
the people who heard the rumor 
will accuse Atari of making false 
promises. The only way to combat 
such bad imagery is stifle such 
rumors before they can do any 
further harm. 


ACE-HI Info is not in the practice 
of censorship but at the same time 
we need to remember that this 
newsletter speaks for our club not 
only to our members but to all the 
other Atari clubs that we exchange 
newsletters with. I, aS Editor In 
Chief, will continue to follow these 
guidelines in putting together our 
newsletter until such time as the 
Board of Directors decide 
otherwise. I hope I have the 
support of all my contributors and 
readers in these decisions. If you 
have any questions or complaints, 
please send me a letter. 
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Computer 
Humor 


By Crazy Ray 


This issue’s computer humor 
features another funny but 
true quote. This comes from 
the Fortran Manual for Xerox 
Computers. 


"The primary purpose of the 
DATA statement is to give 
names to constants instead of 
reterting:=-to Pi: as 
3.1491592653589743 at every 
appearance, the variable PI 
can be given that value with a 
Data statement and used 
instead of the longer form of 
the constant. This also 
simplifies modifying the 
program, should the value of 


Pi change." 


“MS-DOS 
AND THE ST 


by Raymond Pompon 


Technical notes from a Bitnet 
message by Allan Pratt, Atari 


Corp. 


In case you weren't aware, the 
Atari ST computer’s TOS is 
quite capable of reading and 
writing to MS-DOS disks. No, 
You don’t need to run PC 
ditto or any special emulators 
to do this. All that is 
necessary is to load the 3.5" 
disk as if it were a normal ST 
disk. One thing to remember, 
the ST can read and write to 
MS- DOS disks but the IBM 
cannot neither read nor write 
to ST formatted disks. Also, 
in order to format an MS-DOS 
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disk with your ST, you will 
have to use a special program 
like PC ditto. 


This fact leads to enormous 
utility. I personally use an 
MS-DOS disk to transport 
data files back and forth 
between my ST at home and 
the PC’s I use at work. Ascii 
text files are easily 
transferable from one 
computer to another. I write 
a file on a word processor on 
my ST, save it as an ASCII 
text file, save the file on an 
MS-DOS disk, take the disk to 
work, load it onto a PC and 
continue to edit it with an 
IBM wordprocessor. Also 
spreadsheet programs like VIP 
can save in Lotus 1-2-3 
compatible files which are a 
snap to transfer back and 
forth from your ST to a PC 
elsewhere. 


A few technical problems that 
can occur must be mentioned. 

First, If you are using an 
MS-DOS disk on your ST and 
take it out and insert another 
one, the ST will not recognize 
the new disk. The reason that 
the ST has problems with 
changing MS-DOS disks, or a 
"Media change", is because the 


ST uses a 3-byte random 


serial number to identify 
individual disks. If the ST 
reads a new serial number on 
the disk, it realizes that the 
disk has been swapped. 
Since the odds that two disks 
have the same serial number 
are 1 in 16,777,216 it is 
doubtful that ST will make a 
mistake two different disks as 
the same. But IBM MS-DOS 
diskettes do not use the same 
system, all the serial numbers 
are the same. The best way 
to handle this problem is to 
use the [ESC] key when 
exchanging disks. Hitting an 
[ESC] key forces a media 
change and the directory will 
be properly updated. 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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Reprinted by permission 


Atari Comdex 
Report 


Copyright 1988 Darlah J. Pine. 
All rights reserved. 


Comdex Overview: 
A Wealth of Items to Report On 
By Darlah J. Pine & Sandy Wilson 


GEnie was promoting its 
product with a full staff 
including Neil Harris. 


QMI was showing ST 
Professional. It was noted that 
it will be more active online 
now that the mad rush has 
partially passed. Coming real 
soon from QMI is Disk 
Librarian. This product allows 
you to keep track of your 
software and data files with 
an easy-to-use Gem program. 
Disk Librarian allows you to 
sort, search and add 
comments to your database of 
files. The number of entries is 
limited only by the memory in 
your computer. Lets hope we 
see this sooner than real soon 
now. 


Intersect was showing 
Masterlink. Masterlink 
contains all the features of © 
Interlink plus multiple buffers 
with buffer reformat, tabs, 
word wrap and search/replace. 
It has an advanced script 
language, which helps you to 
develop your own scripts. You 
will be able to execute your 
scripts in the backgreund. “4 
built-in answer mode gives 
you complete remote control. 
Masterlink will be available in 
the first quarter of 1989 with 
an upgrade policy available for 
registered users of Interlink. 
Suggested retail prices is 
$59.95. This looks like one we 
want to see as soon as it 
ships. 
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Nite Lite Systems was 
demonstrating its Lantech 
RS232 local area network. 
With this system you can 
control up to 7 nodes, which 
can be computers, printers, 
terminals or modems. The 
Lantech Lan requires 1 meg of 
internal RAM to run. 
Suggested retail price is $799. 


Atari continues to do well in 
the music world. Hybrid Arts, 
Dr. T & Midisoft were there 
showing their current product 
lines, & Sonus was showing 
the new version of its scoring 
& sequencing package, 
Superscore 1.3. They have 
added a number of extra 
editing features as well as 
now allowing music to be 
entered using the mouse. 


Passport Designs was demoing 
Master Tracks Jr & Master 
Tracks Pro. These programs 
retail for $129.95 & $349.95 
respectively. The major 
difference between the two 
versions is the addition of a 
graphic step editor, which 
greatly enhances editing 
capabilities. The latest version 
of Master Tracks Pro (version 
2.5) should be available in 
about a week. SMPTE 
capabilities will be available 
with version 3.0, but no 
release date for that version 
was mentioned. 


Legend Software Systems from 
Canada was showing its 
sequencing program, The Final 
Cut. This program is very user 
friendly. It utilizes animated 

tape reels & standard 
tape-recorder-type controls to 
facilitate easy input from the 
synthesizer. It also has a good 
variety of editing tools for 
everything from manipulating 
any section of your song to 


MIDI event editing & special 
effects. The Final Cut lists at 
$89.95 & is currently 
available at Federated stores. 
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DLR (Digital Laboratory 
Research) was showing 
AMADEUS ST. This is a 
computer-assisted music 
learning program that is 
currently available in France. 
The program is designed for 
all skill levels, from beginner 
to professional, and includes 
instruction in music reading, 
theory and harmony. Also 
included are a couple of 
games, and the ability to score 
practice sessions to determine 
rogress. It’s current price is 
245. 


ICD was showing its Fast Tape 
Backup. Need we say we all 
need this?? Fast Tape Backup 
allows you to recover 
individual files on restore 
under TOS or MS-DOS 
partitions. Will the 
Spectre/Magic Sac users be 
left out?? An Image backup 
mode is also supported on 
these partitions. Along with 
another 50 meg hard drive, 
— too will be on our wish 
st. 


Astra was showing its full line 
of products with its new cases. 
Astra has one of the best hard 
drives on the market along 
with ICD. 


Upgrade Editions had its 
product, Twist. Twist allows 
you to load several 
applications in the ST memory 
(up to 14 on the Mega 4) and 
use them without ever having 
to reload or save files. Twist is 
sold in the U.K. by HiSoft. 
With MichTron picking up 
their HiSoft’s basic, maybe 
this will be available through 
MichTron as well. 


ViewTouch was showing its 
touch-screen computer system, 
known mostly for its 
restaurant POS computer 
system. One can order food 
and drinks by touching the 
screen without having to wait 
for a waiter or waitress. 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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Technology comes to 
restaurants. Lets see how far 
this concept spreads. 


Visi-Comp Systems was one of 
the first professional vertical 
market applications for the ST. 
It is a complete professional 
optometric office management 
system. 


IBP was one of our favorite 
stops in the Gold Room. This 
company from Hannover has 
great possibilities. It was 
showing the 190ST. The 
190ST allows you to design a 
system for different industrial 
applications, such as a 
concrete-mixing plant, but 
different ideas come to our 
mind, like a more portable 
computer?? The central unit of 
the system is equipped with a 
CPU MC68000 & can be 
optionally extended by a 
mathematic co-processor & by 
the blitter. All sockets are 
existing. With up to 2 Mbyte 
of RAM & modular add-ons, 
the system is set up for quite 
a few ideas that one may 
have. We were told that all 
you need to do is let the 
people at IBP know what you 
need your system to do, & 
they can do it. The graphic 
resolution of the monitor 
shown was 640x400 in high 
res with color being 320x200 
in low res & medium being 
640x200. We were told that 
the high picture repetition 
frequency, noninterlaced with 
71 Hz in the monochrome 
mode, results in an absolutely 
flicker-free picture. The system 
is equipped with interfaces all 
accessible on the front panel, 
including a centronics printer 
connection, buffered DMA 
interface with a transmission 
rate of LOMBit/sec, keyboard 
with V24 levels & ST records, 
midi-in/midi- out/midi-thru 
with 126k baud option & a 
RS232 interface. This system 
is Atari ST hardware & 
software compatible. 
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On the business end, Logical 
Design Works was showing 
LDW Power, its spreadsheet 
for the Atari ST. 


Precision Software was 
showing Superbase 3.0, which 
is a major upgrade to 
Superbase professional. 
Among its new features, this 
version comes with 
telecommunications 
capabilities, more powerful 
forms editor and a crossfile 
file validation and lockup. The 
telecommunications area 
supports Xmodem, Xmodem 
CRC and WXYmodem. 
Suggested retail price is 
$349.95. These folks had a 
strong interest in getting 
online with GEnie. Maybe we 
will see them soon. 


Regent Software was showing 
its latest version of Regent 
Base II as well as a keyboard 
stiffening springs kit for the 
1040 and 520ST to allow you 
to have a stiffer keyboard. It 
was noted that this may 
increase typing speed. They 
were also showing SQL 
Database Add-On, their 
program that brings SQL 
database capabilities to GFA 
BASIC. 


There were three word 
processors being shown. 
Neocept was there with its 
latest upgrade for WordUp 
and TurboJet, which is a 
GDOS driver for the HP 
DeskJet. WordPerfect was 
showing the current version 
of its word processor. There 
is also a new word 
processor from Blue Chip 
due out in January. It has 
graphic capabilities and 
supports GDOS output. 
Suggested retail price is 
about $100. 
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Nice and Software presented a 
cash-register inventory-control 
program for the ST called 
Cricit. It not only has complete 
cash-register functions but 
allows you to do everything 
from daily/period/yearly 
reporting to customized 
receipts, coupons, inventory 
and reporting. It seems to be 
quite user friendly. There are 
so many features, we just do 
not have room to mention 
them all. 


Datafree Industries was 
presenting an inexpensive 
order entry/inventory and 
receivables program. These 
two programs are quite 
eutticient tor tre 
small-business owner. 
Suggested retail price for each 
is $79.95 


Turning Point Software was 
showing Fast Forward Video 
Systems, which is a 
networking video-store 
management system. It has all 
the features necessary to run 
a video store. 


As you can see, there was 
definitely a tremendous 
number of items being 
displayed at the show. We are 
sure we may have missed 
some, but with a lack of sleep 
and many hours compiling 
this article in alternating 
shifts, you must forgive us. 
Was Comdex worth it?? The 
answer is a definite YES. 


Watch for more detailed 
reports on specific items in the 
GEnie bulletin board as well 
as future articles in ST Profile. 


ST PROFILE is the new magazine 

produced on GEnie by Darlah 

Pine and Sandy Wilson. It’s 

available on Muskrat’s Den II 
(The ACE-HI BBS 

OR BENS EER AELOT EAE ES ROTOR 
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**Dress Release** 
Innovative Concepts (LC.) 
31172 Shawn Drive 
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The XF35 Kit 

For Atari XF551 owners, now 
it’s EASY to upgrade your 
set-up, to use the newer 3.5" 
drive! Allows you to store up to 
720K on each disk! tested, 
to work with: MyDOS, 
SpartaDOS (ICD), & the new 
SpartaDOS X cartridge (ICD), in 
the 720K (80 tracks/side) 
format. And, 40 track formats 
are still available, for use with 
most other DOS’s. Also, the 
high speed skewing is still 
available to use, in the upgrade 
ROM. 


Kit includes: Installation /User 
instructions, Upgrade ROM, & 
all required connecting cables. 
Note: To allow for easier access, 
the XF551’s - 34 pin connector 
(J4), is desoldered, & replaced 
with a 34 pin header connector. 
NO other a desoldering 
is required. And, NO trace 
cutting to perform. Everything 


else, is "just plug ins"! Note: 
The 3.5" drive & it’s 
mounting bracket, are not 


included in this kit. 
Price: $34.95 (+ $3.00 S&H) 


Note: A COMPLETE conversion 
kit, including all of the above, 
PLUS: A High Quality - 3.5" 
720K drive mechanism, 
mounting bracket, with the 
SpartaDOS Construction Set 
(ICD), are also available. 
Call or write, for more 
details. 
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